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which he had made by collating two MSS belonging to the Tokyo and
the Kyoto Imperial University Library. The time for car_rying out my
long-cherished plan was approaching. I availed myself of the first good
opportunity of obtaining r.otograph copies of the MSS kept in England.
There are thus now altogether six copies to be, used for our work.
This editing of the Ga,r pjavyuha was, however, more than .I could
~ndertake by myself alone not only from the·point of scholarship but from
the point of time to be spent on it. My interest in the Sanskrit Buddhist texts is first of all in their religious and philosophical significance.
and that in matters of textual criticism and linguistic study is secondary.
The scholar who can supply me with all the necessary help and information in this respect was found in the person of Prof. Hokei Idzumi.
He was willing to enlist his time and scholarship in this great task
of editing the Ga'f!rf,avy uha. What success we have achieved here is to
be ascribed to my kalyanamitra.
The present edition is mainly based on the palm-leaf MS of the
Library of the Royal Asiatic Society of London, which the late Dr.
Watanabe too considered the most indispensable one for our purpose.
When the entire text is printed in the next two parts, a volume devoted
to a list of variant readings in the six MSS in our possession will be
published. The plan is also on foot to have a complete index of various
kinds which is absolutely needed for a thorough understanding of the
sutra in its varied significations.
An English translation of this sutra which marks a culmination in
the development of Mahayana thought has been in contemplation by
me for many years. When the text in the modern Devanagari type
is made generally accessible, the translator,s work will be made so
much the easier, and the reader will also be able to refer whenever
necessary to the original text.
I have in concluding this prefatory note to say a word of sincere
appreciation for Prof. Hokei Idzumi and Mr. Susumu Hoshinobori who
gave up so much time and labour in copying, type-setting, proof-reading,
etc., which belong to the drudgery of printing, especially this type of
book-quite an unusual undertaking in Japan. · I must also not forget
to express my thankful feeling towards the authorities of the Otani
Daigaku in their permitting us to use the printing plant including the
Devanagari type, etc., and also defraying a part of the expenses incident
to the use of the prniting outfits.
That this edition of the Ga'J!,c/avyuha Sutra with all its imperfections
is now placed before ·scholars and readers who are engaged in the study
of Mahayana Buddhism, enabling them to probe into the secrets of the
religious consciousness of the Oriental peoples, is due to the protecting
power of all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, who are eonstantly wacthing
over our work and guiding it towards the universal welfare and enlightenment of all beings, and for which we are all most devoutly grateful.
DAISETZ TEITARO SUZUKI
Kyoto, October 1934

I

While going over the printed text the editors found many imperfections and provisionarily entered whatever corrections that were to
be made on the lower part of the page. The lines needing correction
are marked in the body of the text.
A full recovery of the printing facilities in Japan requires some
years yet to come, but as we observe an increasing demand for the
Ga'>Jctavyuha text, we have decided to produce a photographic reprint
of the corrected text as we have so far prepared for our own use.
We hope the corrections are readily identifiable.
As reagrds a volume of variant readings, we regret that it is not
yet quite ready for press.
We have a Sanskrit-Chinese index already prepared for the
GatJcjavyuha text, which however requiring further elaboration we
withhold it from publication for some time yet.
It is with great grief to report the death of Professor Hokei
Idzumi which took place in 1947. The co-editor takes this opportunity
to express his appreciation of all that the late Sanskrit scholar did for
the publication of the present text.
Daisetz T. Suzuki
Kamakura May 1949
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THE GANDAVYUHA SUTRA

NOTE ·
In this edition of the Ga1Jtfavyuha Sutra the following MSS have
been used:
. 1. The palm-leaf MS (to be designated in future references, (A) in
the Library of the Royal Asiatic Society, London, a rotograph copy of
which was obtained by Prof. D. T. Suzuki in 1930.
2- 3. The two paper MSS (C 1 and C 2) in the Library of Cam. bridge University, Cambridge, England, a rotograph copy of each of
which was obtained by Prof. D. T. Suzuki in 1930.
4. A paper MS (P) belonging to the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris,
a photograph copy of which Prof. D. T. Suzuki took during his stay in
Paris in 1908.
5. A paper MS (T) of the Library of fhe Tokyo Imperial University.
6. A paper MS (K) of the Library of the Kyoto Imperial U niversi y.
The last two MSS brought over to Japan were hand-copied and collated by Prof. H. Idzumi in 1907-14. The MS thus prepared by him was
the basis of the mimeograph copies which were made by Prof. Shinryu
Susa at the request of Prof. D. T. Suzuki in 1929, and about twenty of
these copies were distributed among their friends. For this, thanks are
due to the compiler and owner of the MS Prof. H. Idzumi.
The idea of editing the Ga'YJ,davyuha Sutra has been for a long
time in my mind, while in Europe 1908-9, I took a photographic
copy of the MS in the Bibliotheque Nationale and had communication
on the subject with the late Dr. Kaikyoku Watanabe who had been
staying in Strassburg. He was willing to let me have his copy of the
sutra which he had carefully made by collating all the MSS he had
tl.1en personally had access to. But as I was · not quite yet ready for
the work, I did not avail myself at the time of his kind offer. Back
in Japan, both of us were kept busy by so many other things which
demanded immediate attention. Besides I had no funds to use for a
task demanding so much help in various ways. All the time, however,
my mind was on the Ga17,cjavyuha.
The cultural loss national and individual sustained by the earthquake and the great fire that followed in 1923 was beyond calculation.
With many other valuable MSS in the possession of Dr. Watanabe, ·the
Gandavyuha MS to which reference has been made was reduced to ashes.
The destruction of this kind so extensively and irrevocably suffered by
scholars and art-lovers made me all the more strongly desire at an early
date to undertake the editing of the important Sanskrit texts of Mahayana Buddhism.
I moved to Kyoto in 1921 to take a position at the Otani Buddhist
College (Otani Daigaku). This was about the time when the late Dr.
Bunyu Panjo was preparing his La,nkavatara ediJion in Sanskrit. With
'its completion I undertook an English translation of it, which appeared
in 1932 and its Studies in 1930. While working on the La,nkavatara,
I found out that Prof. Idzumi also lhad his _copy of the Ga'fl4a,vyuha.

•

which he had made by collating two MSS belonging to the Tokyo and
the Kyoto Imperial University Library. The time for c.arrying qut my
Ieng-cherished plan was approaching. I availed myself of the first good
opportunity of obtaining rotograph copies of the MSS kept in England.
There are thus now altogether six copies to be used for our work.
Tfiis editing of the GarJ,rj,avyuha was, however, more than I could
undertake by myself alone not only from the Point of scholarship but from
the point of time to be spent on it. My interest in the Sanskrit Buddhist texts is first of all in their religious and philosophical significance, •
and that in matters of textual criticism and linguistic study is secondary.
The scholar who can supply me with all the necessary help and inforrnation in this respect was found in the person of Prof. Hokei Idzumi.
He· was willing to enlist his time and scholarship in this great task
of editing the Gar;,q,avyuha. What success we have achieved here is to
be ascribed to my kalyanamitra.
The present edition is mainly based on the palm-leaf MS of the
Library of the Royal Asiatic Society of Londoh, which the late Dr.
Watanabe too considered the most indispensable one for our purpose.
When the entire text is printed in the next two parts, a volume devoted
fo a list of variant readings in the six MSS in our possession will be
published. The plan is also on foot to have a complete index of various
l~inds which is absolutely needed for a thorough understanding of the
sutra in its varied significations.
An English translation of this sutra which marks a culmination jn ·
the development of Mahayana thought has been in contemplation by
me for many years. When the text in the modern Devanagari type
is mape generally accessible, the translatofs work will be made so
much the easier, and the reader will also be able to refer whenever
necessary to the original text.
I have in concluding this prefatory note to say a word of sincere
appreciation for Prof. Hokei Idzumi and Mr. Susumu Hoshinobori who
gave up so much time and labour in copying, type-setting, proof-reading,
etc., which belong to the drudgery of printing, especially this type of
book-quite an unusual undertaking jn Japan. I must _also not forget
to express my thankful feeling towards the authorities of the Otani
Daigaku in their permitting us to use the printing plant including the
Devanagari type, etc., and also defraying a part of the expenses incident
to the use of the prniting outfits.
That this edition of the Gaw/avyuha Sutra with all its imperfections
is now placed before scholars and readers who are engaged in the study
of Mahayana Buddhism, enabling them to probe into the secrets of the
religious consciousness of the Oriental peoples, is. due to the protecting
power -of all the Buddhas and Bodhisattv,as, who are eonstantly wacthing
over our work and ·guiding it towards the universal welfare and enlightenment of all beings, and for which we are all most devoutly ~rateftµ.
DAISETZ TEITARO SUZUKI
Kyoto, October 1934

While going over the printed text the editors found many imperfections and provisionarily entered whatever corrections that were to
be made on the lower part of the page. The lines needing correction
are marked in the body of the text.
A full recovery of the printing facilities in Japan requires some
years yet to come, but as we observe an increasing demand for the
Garpf.avyuha text, we have decided to produce a photographic reprint
of the corrected text as we have so far prepared for our own use.
We hope the corrections are readily identifiable.
As reagrds a volume of variant readings, we regret that it is not
yet quite ready for press.
We have a Sanskrit- Chinese index already prepared for the
Gat!ef-avyuha text, which however requiring further elaboration we
withhold it from publication for some time yet.
It is with great grief to report the death of Professor Hokei
Idzumi which took place in 1947. The co-editor takes this opportunity
to express his appreciation of all that the late Sanskrit scholar did for
the publication of the present text.
Daisetz T. Suzuki
Karnakura, May 1949
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THEGANDAVYUHASUTRA

NOTE
In this edition of the GatJ{javyuha Sutra the following MSS have
been used:
1. The palm-leaf MS (to be designated in future references, (A) in
the Library of the Royal Asiatic Society, London, a rotograph copy of
which was obtained by Prof. D. T. Suzuki in 1930.
·2- 3. The two paper MSS (C 1 and C 2) in the Library of Cambridge University, Cambridge, England, a rotograph copy of each of
which was obtained by Prof. D. T. Suzuki in 1930.
4. A paper MS (P) belonging to the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris,
a photograph copy of which Prof. D. T. Suzuki took during his. ~tay in
Paris in 1908.
5. A paper MS (T) of the Library of fhe Tokyo Imperial University.
6. A paper MS (K) of the Library of the Kyoto Imperial U niversi y.
The last two MSS brought over to Japan were hand-copied and collated by Prof. H. Idzumi in 1907-14. The MS thus prepared by him was
the basis of the mimeograph copies which were made by Prof. Shinryu
Susa at the request of Prof. D. T. Suzuki in 1929, and about twenty of
these copies were distributed among their friends. For this, thanks are
due to the compil~r and owner of the MS Prof. H. Idzumi.
The idea of editing the GarJ,davyuha S utra has been 'for a long
time in my mind, while in Europe 1908-9, I took a photographic
copy of the MS in the Bibliotheque Nationale and had communication
on the subject with the late Dr. Kaikyoku Watanabe who had been
staying in Strassburg. He was willing to ·let me have his copy of the
sutra which he had carefully made by collating all the MSS ·he had
tt.&en personally had access to. But as I was not quite yet ready for
the work, I did not avail myself at the time of his kind offer. Back
in Japan, both of us were kept busy by so many other things which
demanded immediate attention. Besides I had no funds to use for a
task demanding so much help in various ways. All the time, however,
my mind was on the Gancjavyuha.
The cultural loss national and individual sustained by the earth•
quake and the great fire that followed in 1923 was beyond calculation.
With many other valuable MSS in the possession of Dr. Watanabe, the
Gandavyuha MS to which reference has been made was reduced to ashes.
The destruction of this kind so extensively and irrevocably suffered by
scholars and art-lovers made me all the more strongly desire at an early
date to undertake the editing of the important Sanskrit texts of Mahayana Buddhism.
I moved to Kyoto in 1921 to take a position at the Otani Buddhist
College (Otani Daigaku). · This was about the time when the late Dr.
Bunyu Nanjo was preparing his Lankavatara edition in Sans~rit. With
its completion I undertook an English translation of it, which appeared
in 1932 and its Studies in 1930. While working on the Lankavatara,
I found out that Prof. Idzumi also (had his _copy of the Ga'¢.avyuha.
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With many other valuable MSS in the possession of Dr. Watanabe, the
Gandavyuha MS to which reference has been made was reduced to ashes.
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I moved to Kyoto in 1921 to take a position at the Otani Buddhist
College (Otani Daigaku). · This was about the time when the late Dr.
Bunyu Nanjo . was preparing his Lankavatara edition in Sans~rit. With
its completion I undertook an English translation of it, which appeared
in 1932 and its Studies in 1930. While working on the lankavatara,
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which he had made by collating two MSS belonging to the Tokyo and
the Kyoto Imperial University Library. The time for c.ar__rying out my
long--cherished plan was approaching. I · availed myself of the first good
opportunity of obtaining rotograph copies of the MSS kept in England.
There are thus now altogMher six copies to be used for our work.
This editing of the Ga1J,rj,avyuha was, however, more than I could
undertake by myself alone not only from the point of scholarship but from
the point of time to be spent on it. My interest. in the Sanskrit. Buddhist texts is first of all in their religious and philosophical significance,
and that in matters of textual criticism and linguistic study is secondary.
The fCholar who can supply me with all the necessary help and information in this respect was found in the person of Prof. Hokei Idzumi.
He was willing to enlist his time and scholarship in this great task
of editing the GarJ,4,avy uha. What success we have achieved here is to
be ascribed to my kalyanamitra.
The present edition is mainly based on the palm-leaf MS of . the
Library of the Royal Asiatic Society of London, which the late Dr.
Watanabe too considered the most indispensable one for our purpose.
When the entire text is printed in the next two parts, a volume devoted
to a list of variant readings in the six MSS in our possession will be
published. The plan is also on foot to have a compleue index of various
kinds which is absolutely needed for a thorough understanding of the
sutra in its varied significations.
An English translation of this sutra which marks a culmination in
the development of Mahayana thought has been in contemplation by
me for many years. When .t he text in the modern Devanagari type
is made. generally accessible, the translator's work will be. made so
much the easier, and the reader will also be able to refer whenever
necessary to the original text.
I have in concluding this prefatory note to say a word of sincere
appreciation for Prof. Hokei Idzumi and Mr. Susumu Hoshinobori who
gave up so much time and labour in copying, type-setting, proof-reading,
etc., which belong to the drudgery of printing, especially this type of
book-quite an unusual undertaking in Japan. I must also not forget
to express my thankful feeling towards the authorities of the Otani
Daigaku in their permitting us to use the printing plant including the
Devanagari type, etc., and also defraying a part of the expenses incident
to the use of the prniting outfits.
That this edition of the Gar,4avyuha Sutra with all its imperfections
is now placed before scholars and readers who are engaged in the study
of Mahayana Buddhism, enabling them to probe into the secrets of the
religious consciousness of the Oriental peoples, is due to the protecting
power of all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, who are eonstantly wacthing
over our work and guiding it towards the universal welfare and enlightenment of all beings, and for which we are all most devoutly grateful.
DAISETZ TEITARO SUZUKI
Kyoto, October 1934

While going over the printed text the editors found many imperfections and provisionarily entered whatever corrections that were to
be made on t-he lower part of the page. The lines needing correction
are· marked in the body of the text.
A full recovery of the printing facilities in Japan requires some
years yet to come, but as we observe an increasing demand for the
Gar;rjavyuha text, we have decided to produce a photographic reprint
of the corrected text as we have so far prepared for our own use.
We hope the corrections are readily identifiable.
As reagrds a volume of variant readings, we regret that it is not
yet quite ready for press.
We have a Sanskrit- Chinese index already prepared for the
Ga'f!{/,avyuha text, which however requiring further elaboration we
withhold it from publication for some time yet ..
It is with great grief to report the death of Professor Hokei
Idzumi which took place in 1947. The co-editor takes this opportunity
to express his appreciation of all that the late Sanskrit scholar did for
the publication of the present text.
Daisetz T. Suzuki
Kamakura, May 1949
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NOTE
In this edition of the 9a,,,,4avyuha Sutra the following MSS have
been used:
1. The palm-leaf MS (to be designated in future references, (A) in
the Library of the Royal Asiatic Society, London, a rotograph copy of
which was obtained by Prof. D. T. Suzuki in 1930.
2- 3. The two paper MSS (C 1 and C 2) in the Library of Cambridge University, Cambridge, England, a rotograph copy of each of
which was obtained by Prof. D. T. Suzuki in 1930.
4. A paper MS (P) belonging to the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris,
a photograph copy of which Prof. D. T. Suzuki took during his stay in
Paris in 1908.
5. A P,aper MS (T) of the Library of fhe Tokyo Imperial University.
6. A paper MS (K) of the Library of the Kyoto Imperial Universi y.
The last two MSS brought over to Japan were hand-copied and collated by Prof. H. Idzumi in 1907-14. The MS thus prepared by him was
the basis of the mimeograph copies which were made by Prof. Shinryu
Susa at the request of Prof. D. T. Suzuki in 1929, and about twenty of
these copies were distributed among their friends. For this:, thanks are
due to the compiler and owner of the MS Prof. H. ldzumi.

\

I

The idea of editing the GarJ,davyuha S utra has been for a long
time in my mind, while in Europe 1908-9, I took a photographic
copy of the MS in the Bibliotheque Nationale and had communication
on the subject with the late Dr. Kaikyoku Watanabe who had been
staying in Strassburg. He was willing to let me have his copy of the
sutra which he had carefully made by collating all the MSS he had
then personally had access to. But as I was not quite yet ready for
the work, I did not avail myself at the time of his kind offer. Back
in Japan, both of us were kep_t busy by so many other things which
demanded immediate attention. Besides I had no funds to use for a
task demanding so much help in various ways. All the time, however,
my mind was on the Gancj,avyuha.
The cultural loss national and individual sustained by the earthquake and the great fire that followed in 1923 was beyond calculation.
With many other valuable MSS in the possession of Dr. Watanabe, the
,, Gandavyuha MS to which reference has been made was reduced to ashes.
The destruction of this kind so extensively and irrevocably suffered by
scholars and art-lovers made me all the more strongly desire at an early
date to undertake the editing of the important Sanskrit texts of · Mahayana Buddhism.
I moved to Kyoto in 1921 to take a position at the Otani Buddhist
College (Otani Daigalm). This was about the time when the late Dr.
Bunyu Nanjo was preparing his Lankavatara edition in Sanskrit. With
its completion I undertook an English translation of it, which appeared
in 1932 and its Stud£es in 1930. While working on the Lankavatara,
I found out that Prof. Idzumi also thad his copy of the Ga'f!4avyuha

which he had made by collating two MSS belonging to the Tokyo and
the K~oto Imperial University Library. The time for carrying out my
long-cherished plan was approaching. I availed myself of the first good
opportunity of obtaining rotograph copies of the MSS kept in England.
There are thus now altogether six copies to be used for our work.
Tl1is editing of the GarJ,rj,avyuha was, however, more than I could
undertake by myself alone not only" from the point of scholarship but from
the point of time to be spent on it. My interest in the Sanskrit Buddhist texts is first of al! in their religious and philosophical significance,
and that in matters of textual criticism and linguistic study is secondary.
The scholar who can supply me with all the necessary help and information in this respect was found in the person of Prof. Hokei Idzumi.
He was willing to enlist his time and scholarship in this great task
. of ·editing the Gar;rjavyuha. What success we have achieved here ·is to
be ascribed to my kalyanamitra.
The present edition is mainly based on the palm-leaf MS of the
Library of the Royal Asiatic Society of London, which the late Dr.
Watanabe too considered the most indispensable one for our purpose.
When the entire text is printed in the next two parts, a volume devoted
to a list of variant readings in the six MSS in our possession will be
published. The plan is also on foot to have a complete index of various
kinds which is absolutely needed for a thorough understanding of the
sutra in its varied significations.
An English. translation of this sutra which marks a C'=1,lmination in
the development of Mahayana thought has been in contemplation by
me for many years. When the text in the modern Devanagari type
is made generally accessible, the translator's work will be made so
much the easier, and the reader will also be. able to refer whenever
necessary to the original text.
I have in concluding this prefatory note to say a word of sincere
appreciation for Prof. Hokei Idzumi and Mr. Susumu Hoshinobori who
gave ·up so much time and labour in copying, type-setting, proof-reading,
etc., which belong to the drudgery of printing, especially this type of
book-quite an unusual undertaking in J~pan. I must also not forget
to express my thankful feeling .towards the authorities of the Otani
Daigaku in their permitting us to use the printing plant including the
Devana~ari type, etc., and also defraying a part of the expenses incid~nt
to the use of the prniting outfits.
.
That this edition of the Garv/,avyuha Sutra with all its imperfections
is now placed before scholars and readers who are engaged in the study
of Mahayana Buddhism,- enabling them to probe into the secrets of the
religious consciousness of the Oriental peoples, is due to the protecting
power of all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, who are eonstantly wacthing
over our work and guiding it towards the universal welfare and enlightenment of all beings, and for which we are all most devoutly grateful.
DAISETZ TEITARO SUZUKI
Kyoto, October 1934

.I,

While going over the printed text the editors· found many imperfections and provisionarily entered whatever corrections that were to
be made on the lower part of the page. The lines needing correction
are marked in the body of the text.
·
A full recovery of the printing facilities in Japan requires some
years yet to come, but as we observe an increasing demand for the
Gar;q.avyuha text, we have decided to produce a photographic• reprint
of the corrected text as we have so far prepared for our own use.
We hope the corrections are readily identifiable.
As reagrds a volume of variant readings, we regret that it is not
yet quite ready for press.
We have a Sanskrit- Chinese index already prepared for the
Ga'f!{/.avyuha text, which however requiring further elaboration we
withhold it from publication for some time yet.
It is with great grief to report the death of Professor Hokei
Idzumi which took place in 1947. The co-editor takes this opportunity
to express his appreciation of all that the late Sanskrit scholar did for
the publication of the present text.
Daisetz T. Suzuki
Kamakura, May 1949
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